Hello John;
 

I have attached three shapefiles. The first shows locations of Ferruginous hawk nests.  The second is our "Managed Area" data layer that shows properties that are owned/managed by state, federal, and conservation entities. This is where we maintain information about conservation easements, although I don't think we have any within the breeding range of the Ferruginous hawk. There are some public lands in the area though. The third shapefile shows point locations of prairie dog towns. These data were collected by aerial surveys conducted by the Kansas Dept. of Wildlife and Parks in the year 2000. I was going to see if we had any more recent data, but this dataset actually corresponds better with the timing of the hawk surveys.
 

Take a look at the hawk data and let me know if you have any questions about it. You will notice that the polygons representing nest locations are of different sizes. Each polygon includes the nest location, plus a measure of uncertainty about the accuracy of that mapped location. We use a couple of standard measures of uncertainty, but there also are some 'non-standard' polygons in the dataset. 
 

A word about the dates...There is the date the nest was first observed as active, the date the nest was last observed as active, and then there's the survey date. The survey date is the last date the nest site was visited regardless of whether or not the nest was active. If the site was visited and the nest was active, the last observed date and the survey date are the same. If the nest was visited and found to be inactive, the two dates will be different.   
 

I am unable to send the landcover data via our own e-mail system. If you have trouble downloading the data from the web site I can always send it via CD, but the download will be much faster!
 

Please feel free to call me if you would like more explanation about any of this. Good luck!
 

Jennifer
 

 

 

 
The most recent landcover dataset for Kansas can be download here: http://kars.ku.edu/research/2005-kansas-land-cover-patterns-level-iv/. I'll also try to send it as an attachment to a separate e-mail.  

I am looking into what data are available for prairie dog towns. 

Jennifer
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