ESRM 458, Management of Endangered and Threatened Species

2009 Midterm

Name:______________________________

Provide a hard copy of your answers to Professor Marzluff (Anderson 123E) by 5pm, Feb. 11.

I expect you to answer the following questions after consulting your notes and EVERY paper you were to have read thus far in the class. In your answers I expect to read, concise, well reasoned essays with liberal citations of the primary literature.
1.  (25 pts; 2 page maximum-double spaced, 12pt font, 1”margins) Compare and contrast the ESA and SARA.  Address specifically how they compare in listing and recovery.  Discuss biases in listing and recovery that the two acts share and do not share.  Comment on ways in which you think framers of SARA learned from the years of ESA implementation.
2.  (25 pts; 3 page maximum, style as above) Investigate the safe harbor agreement between the USFWS and Jim Crosswhite of the EC Bar Ranch.  It is described on the FWS endangered species home page (http://www.fws.gov/endangered/) with a link to the full agreement at:

http://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/arizona/Documents/Safe%20Harbors/EC_Ranch/SHA%2012_19_03FINAL.pdf
 Include comments on:


What is a safe harbor agreement (64 FR 32717 and 64 FR 32706; these are refs to vol and first page numbers in the Federal Register where the safe harbor notion is introduced; you can find the Federal Register using Thomas or using the e-journals from UW library site).

What is a baseline generally, and specifically for the Crosswhite agreement.


What is meant by incidental take.


What you think about the duration of the agreement.


What you think about the terms of the agreement including what the landowner, service, and listed species stand to gain by entering into the agreement.


Call or visit a friend, relative, or neighbor WHO OWNS LAND and explain to them about safe harbor agreements and ask them if they would be interested in developing one for an endangered species local to their area.  TELL me about their reaction to your request, what species you posed to them, and what you thought about their reaction.
3. (45pts; 5 page maximum, style as above)  Prepare comments on an active incidental take permit (I give you the choice of one for mining and one for logging, below). In your review of the permit applications make sure to reference all you know about how the ESA works, what sections are appropriate for the applicants, and how the plan compares with other incidental take permits/HCPs we have discussed in class. DO NOT make you assessment based on emotion, only on science and the law.  Discuss the species covered, the minimization and mitigation of take, the cumulative effects of the actions, the duration of the plan, the influence of the plan on recovery of the species, etc. Be thorough and cite what you have read about HCPs.
You can find this announcement by going first to http://www.fws.gov/policy/frsystem/default.cfm
And then navigating to the notices tab for 2010

And then navigating to the HCP/Incidental take permit link

And then selecting either:

Land Clearing Associated with Phosphate Mining in Manatee County

Or: Timber Harvest in Williamsburg County, SC  and reading the application in text or pdf format. 

4.  (5 pts) Submit your comments to USFWS via email to paulasisson@fws.gov and cc me (corvid@uw.edu) on the submission.

5.  (25 pts; 2 page maximum, style as above) How does the ESA regulate private citizens and federal agencies differently? Why do you think these differences exist?  Do you think the differences are appropriate in a democracy?
